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	No.
	Question received
	Answer provided

	I. Application Form

	I.1
	Can you please confirm that it is not mandatory to apply the joint staffing principle according to which there is only one joint project manager, one joint financial manager etc. per project and that each project partner can include in the project staff costs for project coordinator and financial expert for managing its own part of the activities and the finances?

	According to the provisions of the Applicant’s Guide, in order to be eligible, projects must contribute to at least three out of the following four cooperation criteria: joint development (mandatory), joint implementation (mandatory) and at least one of the following criteria (the projects can choose one or both of these criteria): joint financing and/or joint staffing. In case the mandatory cooperation criteria are not met by the partners, as set in the Guide, the project shall be rejected and the assessment process shall stop without further analysis. Still, each partner has the flexibility to appoint the project implementation team as they consider necessary, having in mind that the staff costs expenditures are reimbursed as flat rates from the direct eligible costs of the operation, as described above.



	II. Eligibility of expenditures

	II.1
	Regarding the upcoming call 4 priority 2: Greener region, SO 2.4 - Promoting climate change adaptation and disaster risk prevention, resilience taking into account eco-system based approaches – climate change adaptation, could you please clarify whether the purchasing of a mobile center, vehicle, and personal protection equipment are an eligible cost?

	Regarding the eligibility of certain expenditures such as: mobile center, vehicle, and personal protection equipment, please consider that according to the Applicant's Guide, the costs for equipment may be an eligible expenditure if procurement of the equipment is needed and justified for the implementation of the project’s activities and are in full compliance with the specific objective SO 2.4 of the Interreg VI-A Ro-Bg Programme. Therefore, in order to establish if the equipment is eligible or not, you shall first see if the proposed actions are framed within the specific objective of the current call for proposals. We underline that the actions related to disaster risk prevention and resilience (Specific Objective 2.4) mentioned in the Programme are not financed under this call. These type of actions are to be implemented through other calls. Please pay attention to the fact that the project’s activities shall contribute to the specific objective of the call for proposal, namely the current call addresses only the types of actions related to climate change adaptation measures, meant to identify, asses and reduce the effects of climate change. These actions aim at adapting to the effects of climate change and taking appropriate action to use the opportunities that may arise.
However, please bear in mind that the eligibility of the expenditures is to be analyzed during the assessment process, based on the justification documents submitted, and in accordance with the eligibility criteria of the applicants listed in the Applicants Guide. For detailed  information of the eligible expenditures, please consult Annex AG_B LIST OF ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES for INTERREG VI-A ROMANIA-BULGARIA PROGRAMME APPROVED THROUGH MC Decision no 27/08.05.2024.

	II. 2
	The scope of the activity that the North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo includes creating forests, abiding strictly the specialized Bulgarian legislation. Having in mind that, is it possible the activity for reforestation to be performed by the experienced workers of the enterprise, assigned to perform the activities on labor contracts? North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo is an employer and hires workers on labor contracts to carry out reforestation, thereby fulfilling its commitments under implementing forestry measures under Projects with EU funding under the Operational Program “Environment” and Program “Environment” 2021 – 2027.


	If the reforestation activities are to be performed by the qualified employees of the North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo, meaning the project partner itself, then the respective costs fall under the category of staff costs which will be calculated based on a flat rate up to 20% of the direct eligible costs of the operation (External expertise and services costs; Equipment; Costs for Infrastructure and works). Considering the form of reimbursement, the partner does not need to document that the expenditure has been incurred and paid out. Still, the project partners shall be able to demonstrate the existence of employment/works contracts or other equivalent legal agreement that allow the identification of the employment relationship with the partner’s organization.

However, please bear in mind that partners must declare that they have not received public funding for another project implemented or under implementation, with the same objectives, results and activities funded from any other source of grant, given that no double funding is accepted by the Programme.

	
	
	

	III. Eligibility of applicants and activities

	III.1
	Dear Interreg VI-A Romania-Bulgaria Programme team,
Regarding the launching of a new 4th call for project proposals, please give me the clarification of the following questions:

1. We are an NGO from Bulgaria established in 2020 in region, which is outside of the Programme area. At the moment we are in a process of changing our place of registration (headquarter) in the city of Vratsa, which is in the eligible area. Are we eligible to participate as a Lead partner or a Project partner under the current call, if our registration in the eligible region will be established a month or two, before the deadline for the project’s submission?

2.  Our NGO was registered as a non-profit organization operating its activity in a “private benefit”. Regarding to that, is it eligible to participate as an applicant/partner in the project or its registration need to be in a “public benefit”?
	To clarify the question regarding the launching of the 4th call for project proposals, please see the response below:
1. There conditions set within the Applicant’s Guide regarding the location of the applicants (with their headquarters in the Programme’s area) should be met at the time when the application form is submitted, before the deadline for project submission. 
However, in case the organization does not change its registration and is located outside the Programme area, please be informed that the organization may still participate in projects if the following conditions are met: 
“Applicants, outside the Programme area, but from Romania and Bulgaria, can also participate in projects, but only in exceptional cases, namely if they:
-  Are competent in their scope of action for certain parts of the eligible area (e.g. ministries, national agencies, research institutes, organizations etc.);
- Carry out activities that are beneficial for the Programme area;
- Their participation must bring clear added value and expertise to the implementation of a project and has to be beneficial for the Programme area.
- They cannot take the Lead Partner role.” 
2. Regarding the eligibility of a NGO that is registered as a non-profit organization operating its activity in a “private benefit”, please note that according to the Applicant guide Non-governmental organizations (associations or foundations) are eligible applicants, regardless of whether the organization is operating for “public benefit” or for “private benefit”, therefore both types of NGOs are eligible. Please keep in mind, that grants shall not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit within the framework of the action or the work programme of the beneficiary (‘no-profit principle’).
However, please bear in mind that the eligibility of the partners is to be analyzed during the assessment process, based on the justification documents submitted and in accordance with the eligibility criteria of the applicants listed in the Applicants Guide. The assessors may request, at any time, additional documentary evidence and argumentations regarding the eligibility of applicants.

	III. 2
	We would like to ask a clarification regarding eligible activities under Call 4 - Competitive call for project proposals dedicated to Priority 2: A Green Region, Specific Objectives 2.4, so we can best structure our proposal.

Partner organizations in the eligible territories have established a need for acquiring a specialized "vessel for collecting algae and floating garbage", which could be used for various interventions around the Danube river beds, including collecting floating tree branches and other debris, as well as cleaning oil spillages. The vessel could also be used for surveys of the river bank’s state, observation of erosion processes, visible only from the river surface and observation of natural habitats without disturbing the plans and wildlife, residing there.

Will such a vessel be eligible under the current call if both Romanian and Bulgarian partners have equal and free access for its use?

	Regarding your question concerning the eligibility of  purchasing a vessel, please be informed that in accordance with the Applicant’s Guide, section 2.9 Eligibility of Expenditures, the project budget should be prepared on the basis of the activities needed to meet the projects’ objectives and the resources required to carry out these activities. Therefore, eligibility of a certain type of equipment (including a vessel) shall be established by the assessment committee when assessing the project, based on the described justification of the need of the specific equipment for implementation of the project’ activities. 
Please pay attention to the fact that the project’s activities shall contribute to the specific objective of the call for proposal, namely the current call addresses only the types of actions related to climate change adaptation measures, meant to identify, asses and reduce the effects of climate change. These actions aim at adapting to the effects of climate change and taking appropriate action to use the opportunities that may arise.
At the same time, please keep in mind that the actions related to disaster risk prevention and resilience are not financed under this call. 
Therefore, just describing the use of the vessel as needed for collecting algae and floating garbage / debris, observing the river banks / interventions will not ensure the eligibility of the procurement of such equipment as it is not duly justified in terms of clear contribution to the climate change adaptation measures. For a proper development of the project proposal, we are recommending you to first determine the need for the project’s activities, the desired goals of the project and their contribution to the Programme’s objectives and indicators and only after that to proceed with the identification of the resources needed (such as equipment) for the implementation of the respective activities.

	III. 3
	A partner municipality in Bulgaria is in the process of developing a project under Call 4 and would like receive a confirmation that the planned activities match the eligibility criteria and goals of the call.

According to existing analysis of the needs of the region and the characteristics of the ecosystem and habitats, the main risk for both the ecology and the population of the municipality is the erosion of river banks.
The main objective of their idea is to prevent erosion of river banks, while improving water supply during periods of drought thanks to the effect of green buffer zones to be developed around areas with particular erosion risks. These buffer zones will serve as natural filters that will reduce water pollution and improve the hydrological balance in the region.
Planned investment Activities:
- Construction of buffer zones. This includes planting shrubs and trees that will prevent soil erosion through their root system and help retain moisture. Green buffer zones will also provide habitat for native animals and support biodiversity.
- Planting specific plant species: Vegetation species that have the ability to retain soil moisture and reduce the rate of surface water runoff will be used. This includes species that are drought tolerant and have high water holding capacity, such as reeds, willows and other water loving plants.
- Erosion Prevention: In addition to planting vegetation, other methods of soil stabilization will be used, such as the placement of natural or geotextile barriers (e.g., wood and stone structures) that will stabilize banks and reduce the erosion process during times of heavy rainfall or rising water levels.
- Purchase of planting and maintenance equipment: Specialised machinery will be purchased, including a planting excavator, which will be able to carry out work in inaccessible areas along rivers and ponds, while ensuring the effectiveness and sustainability of reforestation projects. High-clearance vehicles will be needed to transport workers and equipment in these areas, which is particularly important in difficult terrain where conventional vehicles cannot pass.

The municipality also envisions “soft” measures  - info campaigns, wildfire prevention trainings (to raise awareness for the importance of the preservation the newly developed green zones), flood prevention training in order to raise awareness on the reasons for floods due to human activities and what nature preservation activities are needed to sustain the eco systems in a healthy and balanced state.  Setting up volunteer disaster response teams as a subsidy activity to keep up the know-how from the information campaigns and coordinate efforts by the population when needed. 

Would such activities be permissible under the call’s conditions? 

	Please note that this call focuses on climate change adaptation. Actions related to disaster risk prevention and resilience (Specific Objective 2.4) as outlined in the Programme are not eligible for financing under this call.
Projects submitted under this call should align with objectives and activities that specifically address climate change adaptation.
We recommend focusing the project activities on climate change adaptation measures. Also, please clearly define the project objective, in relation to climate change adaptation, emphasizing how the project will cope or address the (adverse) impacts/effects of climate change or turn them into opportunities.
The ecosystems-based approaches (vegetation, buffer zones etc.) can be useful tools to reduce/to adapt to the effects of the climate change and incorporated into a climate change adaptation project. 
Moreover, we are recommending you to reconsider the activities such as those focused on purchasing intervention equipment, on floods and wildfires or setting up of volunteers disaster response network which seems rather to tackle the disaster risk prevention and resilience than promoting climate adaptation measures.
Also, we would like to underline the fact that all proposed actions shall prove the cross border relevance, which shall be duly explained in the project proposal. It is compulsory that the applicant has among its attributions, according with its statute or according to the national legislation, the implementation of the proposed activities or that the applicant has an agreement with the relevant institutions to implement such activities, according with its statute or according to the national legislation.
Still, please be informed that the eligibility of activities is to be analysed during the evaluation process, based on the entire project concept. In addition, please be aware that, during the process of elaboration of the application proposal, it is recommendable to consult regularly the list with the Q&A available on the Programme website, which includes questions and given answers from other potential applicants under Call 4.


	III. 4
	The North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo, Bulgaria intends to apply with a project proposal under the open CALL FOR THE OPERATIONS, UNDER PO 2, CALL 4 Priority 2: A greener region, Specific objective 2.4. Promoting climate change adaptation and disaster risk prevention, resilience taking into account eco-system based approaches – climate change adaptation in partnership with Romanian partners.  

The North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo, Bulgaria was established on the grounds of Art. 163 of the Forestry Act of Republic of Bulgaria. It was entered in the Commercial Register on 28.06.2011 and it is an independent legal entity with the status of a state enterprise under Article 62, Paragraph 3 of the Commerce Act of Republic of Bulgaria. 

The main subject of the enterprise's activity is related to the maintenance and management of the state-owned forest territories, which are state property, located in five administrative regions/districts in Bulgaria - Gabrovo, Veliko Tarnovo, Ruse, Silistra, Razgrad. The main sources of income of the enterprise comes from the sale of timber. The North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo, Bulgaria annually invests funds in activities related to the reforestation of forest territories to maintain the environmental - equilibrium and biodiversity.

We kindly request to provide information regarding the following questions:

1.  Following the above-mentioned information, is it admissible the North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo to be an eligible applicant /Lead partner for funding under Interreg VI - A Romania – Bulgaria Program?


























2. Is the North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo an eligible Bulgarian partner to ensure the needed own contribution of 2 %, following the rules of the Applicant’s Guide?






























3. The indicative types of actions that can be accomplished by the North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo are reforestation activities. Is it an eligible activity to precede with reforestation /with tree planting and constituting forests/ in state – owned forestry territories with permanent use of the territory as “forest”?
















4. Is it eligible to carry out reforestation on areas that are clear cuts /cleared forests/, or are only bare areas that are mainly occupied by grass and shrub vegetation and do not constitute "forests" permissible to be included in the indicative types of actives under the open call?

	1. In order to be eligible, the applicant must be in line with the types of applicants  and to observe the eligibility conditions set by the Applicant’s guide. 
This call does not allow for state aid. Therefore, the categories of applicants are restricted to the types of applicants set by the Applicant’s Guide. Applicants defined as undertakings are not eligible. If your company is an undertaking, you cannot get financing under this call.  The Court of Justice of EU has consistently defined undertakings as entities engaged in an economic activity, regardless of their legal status and the way in which they are financed. The classification of a particular entity as an undertaking thus depends entirely on the nature of its activities. This general principle has three important consequences:
· First, the status of the entity under national law is not decisive. The only relevant criterion in this respect is whether it carries out an economic activity.
· Second, the application of the state aid rules as such does not depend on whether the entity is set up to generate profits. Non-profit entities can also offer goods and services on a market.
· Third, the classification of an entity as an undertaking is always relative to a specific activity. An entity that carries out both economic and non-economic activities is to be regarded as an undertaking only with regard to the former. Any activity consisting in offering goods and services on a market is an economic activity.
Please check the details in section 2.12.  of the Applicant’s Guide to self-assess your entity’s compliance with these rules.
From another perspective, according to the Applicant’s Guide, applicants which are outside the Programme area, but nevertheless from Romania and Bulgaria, can also participate in projects, but only in exceptional cases, namely if the following conditions are met: 
a) They must be competent in their scope of action for certain parts of the Programme area (e.g. ministries, national agencies, research institutes etc.); 
b) They must carry out activities that are beneficial for the Programme area; 
c) Their participation must bring clear added value and expertise to the implementation of a project and has to be beneficial for the Programme area. 
d) They cannot take the Lead Partner role.
Therefore, if your entity satisfies all the above conditions, the North Central State Enterprise Gabrovo might consider to participate as partner at the project. Still, the final decision on the eligibility is to be considered during the assessment process, based on the entire project concept, as well as the provided documents and information in the proposed Application Form.
2. All partners shall ensure the needed co-financing, as set by the national rules: Romanian partners – the 20% of the national co-financing is ensured from the state budget (18%) and partner own contribution (2%), as well as Bulgarian partners - the 20% of the national co-financing is ensured from the state budget (18%) and partner own contribution (2%).  Moreover, all partners should dispose of the expertise, resources and capacity to fulfil their designated tasks. The applicants must state their financial and administrative capacity to manage their share of the project.

In order to assess the financial capacity of the partners, Annex AF_A9 Financial Capacity Self-Assessment must be provided. In case the results reveal that the subvention, liquidity and debt rate are higher than the set threshold (red risk), the corresponding partner must also provide a plan for ensuring the financial resources and the mechanism to cover the financial cash-flow of the project and the operation and maintenance costs of the project. In case this plan is not provided or is not realistic, the project may be rejected from financing. 

Therefore, it is the partners own responsibility to make sure they are able to ensure their own financial contribution to the project budget. 

Beside the aspects mentioned above, we would also like to inform you that the eligibility of the partners is to be analyzed during the assessment process, based on the justification documents submitted and in accordance with the eligibility criteria of the applicants listed in the Applicants Guide. The assessors may request, at any time, additional documentary evidence and argumentations regarding the eligibility of applicants. 

3. Please pay attention to the fact that the project’s activities shall contribute to the specific objective of the call for proposal, namely the current call addresses only the types of actions related to climate change adaptation measures, meant to identify, asses and reduce the effects of climate change. These actions aim at adapting to the effects of climate change and taking appropriate action to use the opportunities that may arise. We recommend you to focus the project activities on climate change adaptation measures. Reforestation, conservation and forest protection including implementing community-based forest monitoring systems are eligible activities if they represent joint ecosystem-based measures for climate change adaptation. Please also note that the investments can only be made in the eligible area of the Programme and, for Bulgarian partners, only on land which is public property. 

So, having in mind the provided information, the reforestation activity must be developed ONLY in the eligible area of the Programme. 


4. In addition to the previous clarification, the ecosystem-based approach is central to implementing actions under this specific objective. This means that nature-based solutions will be preferred, wherever possible, above hard or grey infrastructure. This includes flood plains, ecosystem restoration, as well as afforestation, that must have a direct benefit for climate change adaptation and risk prevention.



	IV.  Applicant’s Guide and Annexes

	IV.1
	Please, can you give more information regarding the need of preparation of Cost Benefit Analyses (Annex B1) for the project proposals:
1. For which kind of projects CBA is applicable?

2. Is it applicable for "soft" projects?
3. Is it applicable for "hard" projects, which includes only supply of equipment?

Because I can't find the template of the CBA in the published annexes, is there such a template?

	Based on the provisions of the Applicant’s Guide, please find below the answers to your request:

1. For which kind of projects CBA is applicable?
CBA is applicable and is mandatory only for projects for which partners that may have revenues from the supported activities included in the applications.

2. Is it applicable for "soft" projects?
Yes, if the project is soft but the supported activities included in the applications generate incomes. In case a Feasibility Study is provided, the submission of the CBA is not required. 

3. Is it applicable for "hard" projects, which includes only supply of equipment?
Yes, as also mentioned above, even if the project is hard and includes only supply of equipment with the condition to have income from the supported activities included in the applications.

Regarding the format of the Annex B1 - Cost-Benefit Analysis, please be informed that in Applicant’s Guide there is no mandatory template for the elaboration of the Cost Benefit analysis. The national rules, if any, should be followed. Therefore, you should decide the format of the CBA, provided that the applicable national rules are observed, if any. You can use, as general guidance for drafting the cost-benefit analysis also the document available here https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/studies/cba_guide.pdf (main page https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/evaluations/guidance_en).


	IV. 2
	I am writing with a question for the projects which are currently open: could the partners sign the annexes by hand, if they do not have an electronic signature?

	In accordance with the provisions of the Applicant`s Guide for Open Call for Priority 2, SO 2.4 – Call 4, “all the documents shall be electronically signed (in duly justified cases and only for the documents not issued by the project partners, handwritten signature may be accepted). If there are documents issued in original by third parties or even by partners and bearing only a handwritten signature, then partners will upload into the electronic system a (scanned) copy of those documents. All annexes duly filled in by each partner (where this is required by the template) will be scanned (in case of handwritten signature for the cases mentioned above) and will be submitted in electronic format in the JeMS!”.

Thus, in order to ensure equal treatment between potential applicants, we recommend the use of the electronic signature, however, as mentioned above handwritten signature is also accepted. 

Still, please be informed that the administrative compliance of the submitted project proposals in JEMS is to be analysed during the evaluation process. In addition, please be aware that, in a dedicated section on the Programme website, applicants are provided with answers to the most frequently asked questions regarding the Programme funding and application process, questions that are relevant for developing project proposals. In this respect, please revisit the Q&A section for updates https://interregviarobg.eu/en/apply-for-funding.  

	V. JEMS

	V.1
	

	
 

	VI. Budget

	VI.1
	1. Is the flat rate for staff costs (20% of the direct eligible costs), office and administration costs (15% of the direct eligible costs) and travel costs (15% of the direct eligible costs) applicable to the whole project budget cumulatively or the percentages apply to the individual partners’ budgets?



2. When defining if the project is soft or hard operation (section 2.6 of the Applicant's Guide), what exactly is meant by defining it as “cumulated value or stand-alone budget”?
	1. Having in mind the provisions of the Applicant’s Guide, Chapter 2.9 Eligibility of expenditures, pg. 19-22, please be aware that the percentages for flat rates are applying, as follows: 
a) Staff costs is calculated by applying the rate (up to 20%) to the sum of direct cost under external expertise and services, equipment and infrastructure and works, as soon as the amounts are filled in within these budget lines of Partner’s budget;
b) Travel and accommodation costs is calculated by applying the rate (up to 15 %) to the eligible direct staff costs (as foreseen within Partner’s budget under the cost category Staff costs);
c) Office and administrative costs is calculated by applying the (up to 15 %) to the eligible direct staff costs (as foreseen within Partner’s budget under the cost category Staff costs).

Each partner within the project can set their own percentages for flat rates, between 0% - 20% for staff costs and 0% - 15% for travel and accommodation costs and office and administrative costs. This means that the flat rates are automatically filled in by Jems electronic system based on the percentages established at partner level, not at project level.

1. Regarding the definition of budget as "cumulative value or stand-alone budget", please note the following:
a)"cumulative value" within a project proposal refers to the amounts foreseen at project level in terms of the budget component for works/infrastructure/equipment;
b)"stand-alone budget" within a project proposal refers to the amounts foreseen at the level of each budget component for works/infrastructure/equipment.

Please be informed that the assessors will consider and assess your project during the evaluation process based on the information and data provided in the submitted project proposal.


	VI. 2
	My question is regarding the requested condition in the applicant guidliens about the budget: there is mention that the real costs must be justified based on 2 offers (eg. Print screen from sites, other contracts of the institution or other organizations, offers etc.). Please explain which price/amount for the concrete service/asset we need to put in the budget – the lower price by the 2 offers or the middle arithmetic price from the 2 offers? 
For example, We have 2 offers for an asset - one for for 1000 euro, the second for 1200. So we need to put in the budget for that asset the lower - 1000 euro, or middle - 1100?

	Having in mind the situation presented by you, please be aware that, in order to ensure the sound financial management of the Programme, in case of 2 offers, the budgeted prices must not exceed the average value of the 2 offers. 

In addition, in order to overcome the impact of future inflation and price instability, the expenditures included in the budget might be increased with the average of the national inflation of the last 3 years before the application submission, but not more than 10% from the price. Please be aware that the increase shall be reflected distinct in the document, as well as the applied percentage (the average of the inflation rate of the last 3 years, before the application submission. The average shall be calculated at the level of partners, in accordance with the national inflation rate).  In addition, in order to have a realistic budget of the project, the partners may make use of the statistical data on prices available at the level of each country, if available.

Considering the example you gave, the answer regarding the amount to be added to the budget is 1100 euro plus, if the case, the average of the national inflation of the last 3 years before the application submission, but not more than 10%.


	VI. 3
	Upon contracting the project, is it anticipated an advance payment to be made to the partners following the provisions of the signed Subsidy and Co-financing contracts when implementing the project activities?

	According to the Project Implementation Manual, after the signing of national co-financing contract, each partner has the possibility to request an advance payment. Each Bulgarian partner may send to the NA request for an advance payment of maximum 80% of the value of its co-financing contract. The NA shall verify the request for the advance payment and shall transfer the amount corresponding to the advance payment to the Bulgarian partners according to the terms stipulated in the national co-financing contract (the deadline may be suspended in case additional information is needed).

During the project implementation, the project partners submit financial information (through partner reports) to the respective national controller for the verification of the expenditure already incurred and paid in the respective reporting period. Then, after the national controller finalizes the verification, for the reimbursement of the eligible amounts, the lead partner includes in a project report the expenditure certified based on the partner reports verified and validated by the national controllers. MA pays the requested ERDF amount (real costs and related percentage of the flat rate) after the finalization of verification of the project report. The amount is transferred to the Lead partner bank account opened exclusively for the project. The LP transfers the received ERDF amounts to partners within 5 working days as of cashing in the amounts from the MA.

Nevertheless, partners should be aware that the Managing Authority can make payments only under the condition that the European Commission has made the necessary funds available to the Programme. In case funds are not immediately available, the Managing Authority makes payments to projects as soon as possible when funding becomes available. Therefore, all project partners must have the capacity to ensure their own contribution and the financing for non-eligible expenditures of the project, if the case, as well as the capacity to ensure the temporary availability of funds in order to implement the project activities, until they are reimbursed by the Programme.


	VI. 4 
	We aim to prepare a project in partnership with the University of Craiova - Faculty of Agronomy and the Dolj Forestry Directorate within the Interreg VI-A Romania-Bulgaria Program Open Call for Priority 2 A Greener Region, Specific Objective 2.4 Promoting climate change adaptation and disaster risk prevention, resilience taking into account eco-system based approaches – climate change adaptation.
We are in the stage of prepare the project budget, and the offers received are in Romanian LEI.
What is the euro exchange rate that must be taken into account?

	In relation with your question, regarding the euro exchange rate which should be used for preparing the budget, we would like to inform you that the Programme rules regulate the exchange rate only of the expenditures incurred during the project implementation. In this regard, according to the annex “AG_F Template Framework subsidy contract_4.2” of the Applicants Guide, during the implementation period of the project “the expenditure incurred in a currency other than the euro shall be converted into euro by JeMS using the monthly accounting exchange rate of the Commission in the month during which that expenditure was submitted for verification to the first level controller. The exchange rate differences are non-eligible expenditures for the project. The exchange rate risk is borne by the partner concerned”.

Therefore, in the preparation stage there is no mandatory lei – euro exchange rate to be used. Nevertheless, we are recommending you to use an exchange rate as actual as possible for the date when the application will be submitted (exchange rate included in the offers submitted for justification of the prices, exchange rate from the month in which the General Estimate was elaborated for the infrastructure expenditures, exchange rate of the day when the budget of the project is drafted, etc.). Also, if possible, we are recommending you to duly mention in the supporting documents the used exchange rate.
Also, please be aware that according to the Applicant Guide, in order to overcome the impact of future inflation and price instability, the expenditures included in the budget might be increased with the average of the national inflation of the last 3 years before the application submission, but not more than 10% from the price. The increase shall be reflected distinct in the document, as well as the applied percentage (the average of the inflation rate of the last 3 years, before the application submission. The average shall be calculated at the level of partners, in accordance with the national inflation rate). In addition, in order to have a realistic budget of the project, the partners may make use of the statistical data on prices available at the level of each country, if available.

In addition, considering the proposed partnership, as described in your e-mail, as regards the eligibility of the applicants and the size of the partnership, please note that the partnership must observe the minimum requirements:
· maximum 5 partners 
· at least one partner form each Member State participating the Programme (Romania, Bulgaria). 

The size of the partnership should reflect the scope of the project and the role of each partner should be clear justified. 


	VI. 5
	On page 15 of:
From the Applicant’s guide Open call for the operations under PO 2 Call 4, Specific objective 2.4. Promoting climate change adaptation and disaster risk prevention, resilience taking into account eco-system based approaches – climate change adaptation, the project initiative is - Hard operation
There it is noted:
Has an infrastructure/works/equipment component equal or more than 50% of the total project eligible budget (cumulated value or stand-alone budget)

1. If a property is planned to invest in construction and deploy specific/technological machinery. Should this equipment be included in the construction investment?
2. If a property is planned to invest in. This property is located near a river. It is planned to supply a very small turbine for slow waters. The idea is to demonstrate RES energy for educational purposes to farmers. This investment could be attributed to the investment in infrastructure in the property.
3. The cleaning equipment that will maintain the buffer zone – delivery or be attributed to the investment in the property?

	In accordance with the provisions of annex B. LIST OF ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES for INTERREG VI-A ROMANIA-BULGARIA PROGRAMME APPROVED THROUGH MC Decision no 27/08.05.2024:
- The costs for purchasing of “Equipment costs refer to equipment purchased, which is used exclusively to carry out the project activities and to infrastructures which are essential for the implementation of the project.” , as well as those for “for the financing of equipment purchased by the beneficiary ”, as for example “machines and instruments(…)other specific equipment needed for operations”, shall be framed under budget chapter “Equipment costs”;
[bookmark: _GoBack]- The costs for carrying out of infrastructure works, such as “Building permit(…)Building material (…)Labour (…) Specialised interventions” shall be framed under budget chapter “Infrastructure and works”.

Please be aware that all project partners must comply with the relevant national procurement legislation. Special attention should be given to the classification of contracts covering at least two types of procurements—works, services, or supplies. Depending on the specific nature of the project and its activities, in line with national procurement rules, please consider the following:
1. In response to your first question, if your proposal includes construction works and the installation of specific/technological machinery necessary for the functionality of the works/building, these costs should be classified under the budget chapter “Infrastructure and Works.” If the equipment is not related to the functionality of the building/investment, it should be classified under the budget chapter “Equipment Costs.”
2. Questions 2 and 3 – Please refer to the answer provided under point 1.

Still, please be informed that the administrative compliance of the submitted project proposals in JEMS is to be analysed during the evaluation process. In addition, please be aware that, in a dedicated section on the Programme website, applicants are provided with answers to the most frequently asked questions regarding the Programme funding and application process, questions that are relevant for developing project proposals. In this respect, please revisit the Q&A section for updates https://interregviarobg.eu/en/apply-for-funding.   


	VII. Horizontal issues 

	VII.1
	
	  

	VIII. Other aspects

	VIII.1
	Dear Interreg VI-A Romania-Bulgaria Programme team,

1. Regarding forming of the partnership under the project, can you publish on your internet site some data base with information, contacts, profile of potential partners from the eligible area - NGO's, municipalities, etc.?

2. Also, do you plan to organize some much-making event for searching of the partners under the call?
 
Thank you for your kindly cooperation.

	

1. Regarding your first question, please be informed that the platform https://keep.eu/ serves all professional audiences in need of aggregated data regarding projects and beneficiaries of European Union cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation programmes among the member States, and between member States and neighbouring or pre-accession countries. The database covers the 2000-2006, 2007-2013 and 2014-2020 periods, and is currently incorporating data on the 2021-2027 period. Within section Partners, there is a Search option, where you can detail your search of potential partner by country, experience, Programmes, public/private, etc.

2. Regarding the organization of some events for searching partners under the present call, please be informed that in the next period will be published on the Programme website, the schedule of the events for promoting the 4th call for proposals dedicated to SO 2.4 – Promoting climate change adaptation and disaster risk prevention, resilience taking into account eco-system based approaches – climate change adaptation. For sure, you will find a fitting format of the event, for your needs. Just keep an eye on the Programme website https://interregviarobg.eu/en and social media (https://www.facebook.com/RomaniaBulgariaCbcProgramme, https://www.instagram.com/interregviarobg/) to be kept updated.
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